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For immediate release





April 26, 2012
Media Contact: Marianne Dyson, 281-486-4747, dyson@rnasa.org

Space Foundation CEO, Elliot Pulham, to Emcee RNASA Gala
The Rotary National Award for Space Achievement (RNASA) Foundation is pleased to announce that a member of their Board of Advisors and former Space Communicator Award winner, Elliot Pulham, will serve as emcee of the RNASA gala tomorrow night. Rodolfo González, president of the Foundation, said, “Veteran reporter Miles O’Brien had been on tap to emcee the event, but bad weather and technical troubles unexpectedly stranded him outside the country. Mr. Pulham discovered our need, and he graciously volunteered to serve. We are extremely fortunate to have someone of his obvious ability available on such short notice.”
Named chief executive officer of the Space Foundation in 2001, Elliot Pulham leads a premier team of space and education professionals providing services to educators and students, government officials, news media, and the space industry around the world. He is widely quoted by national, international, and trade media in their coverage of space activities and space-related issues. Before joining the Space Foundation, he was senior manager of public relations, employee communication and advertising for all space programs of Boeing, serving as spokesperson at the Kennedy Space Center for the Magellan, Galileo and Ulysses interplanetary missions, among others. Pulham is chairman of the Hawaii Aerospace Advisory Committee, a former Air Force Civic Leader and advisor to the Chief of Staff and Secretary of the Air Force, and a recipient of the USAF Distinguished Public Service Medal.
The RNASA event at the Houston Hyatt Regency will honor Johnson Space Center Director Michael Coats with the National Space Trophy. Former NASA Administrator Dr. Mike Griffin and former Director of Kennedy Space Center William Parsons nominated Coats and will present the trophy to him. 

The event also recognizes individuals and teams with Stellar Awards. STS-125 (Hubble) Astronaut K. Megan McArthur, PhD, and STS-130 Astronaut, Lt. Col. Robert Behnken, USAF, PhD will present trophies to the winners at the evening gala.
Houston Mayor Annise Parker will welcome attendees to the black-tie event, and Corporate Vice President of Sierra Nevada Corporation (SNC), Mark Sirangelo, will give the keynote address.

Sirangelo is a recognized leader of the growing commercial space sector. SNC is a multi-billion dollar U.S. company that employs more than 2,300 people in 16 states. SNC Space Systems, which recently opened an office in Houston, has participated in more than 400 space missions, including a dozen to Mars. They are currently developing the SNC Dream Chaser to fly humans to space. Sirangelo also is a trustee for the Aeronautics Industries Association, chairman emeritus of the Commercial Spaceflight Federation, and he is the founding and current chairman of eSpace, a nonprofit organization that supports STEM education and the development of entrepreneurial space companies.
Following the award presentations, Apollo veteran Lt. Gen. Thomas Stafford, USAF (Ret.) will present an OMEGA watch to Mr. Coats. Visit http://www.rnasa.org for more information.
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