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Space Workers to be Recognized at RNASA Gala

Houston Mayor Annise Parker will welcome attendees, and veteran reporter Miles O’Brien will emcee the Rotary National Award for Space Achievement (RNASA) annual awards banquet Friday April 27 at the Houston Hyatt Regency. 
The RNASA Foundation, based in Houston, was created in 1987 by members of the Space Center Rotary Club and presents an American citizen with the National Space Trophy each year. Rodolfo González, president of the Foundation, said, “We expect a crowd of at least 800 this year to witness Johnson Space Center (JSC) Director and former Astronaut Michael L. Coats receive the Trophy.” Former NASA Administrator Dr. Mike Griffin and former Director of Kennedy Space Center William Parsons nominated Coats and will present the trophy to him at the black-tie event. 

The gala also features the announcement of the winners of Stellar Awards that recognize the “unsung heroes” of the space program. González reports, “We received nominations for 99 individuals and 28 teams this year.” ARES, ATK, Barrios, Boeing, Draper, ERC, Inc., Hamilton Sundstrand, Honeywell, Jacobs, L-3, Lockheed Martin, MEI Technologies, National Space Biomedical Research Institute, Oceaneering, Orbital Sciences, Pratt & Whitney Rocketdyne, SAIC, United Space Alliance, and Wyle all have nominees; as well as the Air Force and NASA’s Johnson, Kennedy, and Marshall Space Flight centers.
The Stellar Award nominees and team representatives will enjoy a behind-the-scenes tour of JSC and a luncheon presentation by Astronaut Tracy Caldwell Dyson, PhD at the South Shore Harbor Resort on April 27. Dyson flew on STS-118 in 2007, and spent 176 days in space during Expedition 23/24 in 2010. 

Stellar Award winners are chosen by an Evaluation Panel consisting of space program veterans Dr. Christopher Kraft Jr., Dr. Glynn S. Lunney, and Arnold D. Aldrich. STS-125 (Hubble) Astronaut K. Megan McArthur, PhD, and STS-130 Astronaut, Lt. Col. Robert Behnken, USAF, PhD will present the trophies at the evening gala.
The reception begins at 6 p.m. with music by pianist Victoria Reva. The welcome by the mayor is at 7 p.m., followed by presentation of the colors by Clear Lake High School Army JROTC. After dinner, Space City Films will delight the audience with an original multimedia show. Following the award presentations, Apollo veteran Lt. Gen. Thomas Stafford, USAF (Ret.) will present an OMEGA watch to Mr. Coats.

The event is open to the public. Tickets are $300, and tables range from $2,000 to $5,000. To make reservations, visit http://www.rnasa.org or contact Bill Taylor at 281-488-2733 by March 30.
-END-
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