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RNASA Foundation Donates to U.S. Air Force Academy and Texas High School Scholars
The Rotary National Award for Space Achievement (RNASA) Foundation hosts a gala awards celebration each year to honor individuals and teams for their accomplishments in aerospace. RNASA Foundation President Rodolfo González said, “We celebrated our silver anniversary this year, and thanks to the generous support of our corporate sponsors, all our expenses were covered, and we’re pleased to be able to donate proceeds of $26,340 to support high school and college students to study science, technology and engineering.”
The RNASA Foundation presented its top award, the National Space Trophy, to former Commander of U.S. Strategic Command and former Astronaut General Kevin P. Chilton, USAF (Ret.) on May 6, 2011. During his acceptance speech at the banquet, Chilton noted that, “Someday, in the future, another human being will stand on the Moon. And they’ll plant a flag. To me, it matters whether that flag is an American flag or not. Because in the future, when someone does that, the rest of the world is going to look at that country, and say, ‘I want to be like those guys.’ The human space flight program is not only an inspiration to our youth: it’s an inspiration to the entire world. And being a leader in that program is important for the United States of America, and my family.”

Therefore, $10,000 of this year’s event proceeds were presented to the United States Air Force Academy (USAFA) Endowment in General Chilton’s honor.
“We were thrilled to hear that General Chilton has recommended that this donation be used to support the Astronautical Engineering Department here at the Air Force Academy,” said General Stephen Lorenz, President and CEO of the USAFA Endowment in Colorado Springs, Colorado. “Thank you for making this opportunity available to our institution and the cadets we proudly serve.” 

The Astronautics Excellence Fund supports interactive state-of-the-art engineering programs at the Academy, including the FalconSAT program. The FalconSAT program provides cadets an opportunity to design, analyze, build, test, launch and operate small satellites to conduct Department of Defense space missions.
In addition, the RNASA Foundation donated $16,340 to the Universities Space Research Association which supports the continuation of the Texas Aerospace Scholars (TAS) program. The TAS program provides opportunities to high school students to participate in special summer programs hosted at Johnson Space Center where they are briefed by engineers, scientists, and astronauts; and work in teams to cooperatively design a human mission to Mars. 
TAS Program Manager, Jessica Cejka, said, “We are truly grateful for the generous support of the RNASA Foundation since our inception in 1999.” Cejka noted that the donations have allowed more students to participate in the program which is free to those who qualify. “About 9,100 Texas students have participated in the Scholar’s program to date,” Cejka said. 
Students are nominated to participate by their Texas state legislator and must complete a series of online lessons to qualify for the summer program. The Texas program has been so successful that it has been duplicated in other states. Also, a new program for girls from all 50 states began this year. Visit http://scholars.spacegrant.org for more information.
The RNASA Foundation expresses its deep appreciation to its government and corporate supoorters: The Aerospace Corporation, Alliant Techsystems, Inc. (ATK), ARES Corporation, Ball Aerospace & Technologies Corporation, Barrios Technology, Bastion Technologies, Inc., The Boeing Corporation, Booz Allen Hamilton, Draper Laboratory, Fisher Space Pen, GeoControl Systems, Inc., GHG Corporation, Hamilton Sundstrand, Honeywell, Jacobs, L-3 STRATIS, Lockheed Martin, ManTech International, MEI Technologies, Inc., Oceaneering Space Systems, Omega Watch, Orbital Sciences Corp., Pratt & Whitney Rocketdyne, SAIC, SpaceX, Stinger Ghaffarian Technologies (SGT), TechTrans International, Inc., UHCL School of Business, United Space Alliance, and Wyle Integrated Science & Engineering. 

Past recipients of RNASA Foundation proceeds include the National Flight Academy adjacent to the National Museum of Naval Aviation in Pensacola, Florida; Parks College of Engineering at St. Louis University; Purdue University in West Lafayette, Indiana; the University of Houston-Clear Lake; Space Center Houston; the U.S. Space and Rocket Center in Huntsville, Alabama; and the On Wings of Eagles Foundation of Bloomfield, Colorado.

The RNASA Foundation’s 26th annual gala will be held at the Houston Hyatt Regency on the fourth Friday of April, April 27, 2012. For information on sponsorship opportunities and photos from previous events, please visit www.rnasa.org. 
About the RNASA Foundation: Founded by the Space Center Rotary Club in 1985 to organize and coordinate an annual event to recognize outstanding achievements in space and create greater public awareness of the benefits of space exploration, the RNASA Foundation has presented the National Space Trophy to an outstanding American who has made major contributions to our nation's space program since 1987. This year marked the Foundation’s 25th anniversary. 
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