NASA Space News Roundup, March 13, 1998
[image: ]
[image: ]
image1.jpeg
Bush accepts Rotary’s
National Space Trophy

Former President George Bush,
who was instrumental in launching a
new era in human and robotic space
exploration during his administration,
received the National Space Trophy
at a March 6 black-tie celebration at
Space Center Houston.

Several JSC employees were
among 16 recipients of Stellar
Awards from the non-profit Rotary
National Award for Space Achieve-
ment Foundation, established in
1985 by the Space Center Rotary
Club to recognize individuals who
have made outstanding achieve-
ments in space, creating a greater
public awareness of the benefits of
space exploration.

The theme for the annual space
industry awards banquet was
“Dreams to Destiny,” celebrating the
accomplishments and contributions
of individuals in making the dream of
space exploration a practical reality.

Bush was cited for his “excep-

tional leadership in providing the
nation with the vision and means to
accomplish its goals in space for the
21st Century.”

In 1989, under the Bush adminis-
tration, the world entered into a new
era of space science as NASA dis-
patched the Magellan spacecraft to
map Venus, Galileo to Jupiter, and
the Cosmic Background Explorer to
study the origins of the universe. In
addition, Bush committed this coun-
try to further pursue the human
exploration of space when on July
20, 1989, the 20th anniversary of the
Apollo 11 moon landing, he
announced the goal to establish a
permanent human presence on the
Moon and to use that experience to
begin human space exploration of
Mars. Two years later, in 1991, the
U.S. and the Soviet Union agreed to
exchange astronauts and cosmo-
nauts on the Mir and the space
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Former President George Bush of Houston enjoys the limelight at the
gala dinner in which he received Rotary International’s National Space
Trophy at Space Center Houston. Joining Bush are Rep. Nick Lamp-
son, D-Texas, NASA Administrator Daniel S. Goldin and JSC Director
George Abbey. Several JSC workers received Stellar Awards for their
accomplishments at the banquet.
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JSC workers earn Stellar Awards at Rotary International gala banquet
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shuttle, setting the stage for today’s
partnership with Russia on the Inter-
national Space Station Program.

A significant part of this vision was
realized during the past year, as
Sojourner, the robotic Mars rover,
began exploration of the red planet.
Later this year, another key mile-
stone will be achieved when,
together with it's international part-
ners, NASA will begin assembly of
the single largest international
aerospace project in history—the
International Space Station.

“During his presidency, President
Bush exhibited outstanding leader-
ship in providing our nation with the
vision and means to accomplish our
goals in space for the 21st Century,”
said NASA Administration Daniel S.
Goldin. “His administration not only
launched a new era in human and
robotic exploration of our solar sys-
tem, it also forged a new partnership
with Russia.”

JSC'’s Frank Culbertson, manager

of the Phase 1 Program of docking
missions and continued American
presence aboard the Russian Mir
Space Station, was honored for his
work in planning and executing U.S.
scientific investigations aboard Mir,
for his responses to potentially seri-
ous threats to crew safety and for
strengthening NASA'’s relationships
with the Russian space program.

JSC Flight Director Jeff Bantle
received a Stellar Award for effecting
improvements in shuttle ascent and
entry operational procedures and
safety, and for significant cost sav-
ings in shuttle support network oper-
ational costs.

Former flight director John Mura-
tore, now project manager for the X-
38 human spacecraft, earned a Stel-
lar Award for improving technical
and management processes for
designing and building human
spacecraft which will lead to signifi-
cantly lower costs and better design
than traditional approaches.

JSC’s Rodolfo Gonzalez, a former

Engineering Directorate cooperative
education student, received a Stellar
Award for designing, developing,
testing and evaluating the auton-
omous extravehicular robotic camera
Sprint Project flight control system.
And Karen Pickering of JSC
received a Stellar Award for techni-
cal leadership in the Phase IIl Lunar-
Mars Support Test Program regen-
erative life support systems tests.
Also receiving Stellar Awards were
Jim Hunter of the U.S. Air Force, for
developing the first detailed space-
campaign analysis model to deter-
mine the value of space systems to
ground and air forces; David Korth
of Barrios Technology, for demon-
strating and validating the effective-
ness and suitability of international
space operations planning tools and
processes, including the concept of
joint Russian/U.S. planning opera-
tions; Chris Scott of Lockheed Mar-
tin, for successfully managing Mis-
sion Control Center support of space
shuttle flight operations and delivery

of International Space Station capa-
bilities into the MCC; Dr. Matt Barry
of United Space Alliance, for leader-
ship and infusing new concepts and
technologies into flight operations
and for demonstrating automated
expert systems concepts and tech-
nology to improve safety and reduce
costs; and Kerry Switzer of the Boe-
ing Company, for her leadership in
the design, manufacture and testing
of the International Space Station
Pressurized Mating Adapter.

Also receiving Stellar Awards
were Jim Hazelton, chief shuttle flow
manager for United Space Alliance,
for excellence in planning and
scheduling all of Kennedy Space
Center's shuttle flight hardware
operations; Gerald Hoskins of the
Naval Research Laboratory; for his
work as project engineer and man-
ager of many of the Navy’s satellite
programs and the Trident |l subma-
rine navigation system; and Alex
McCool of Marshall Space Flight
Center, for his development of

propulsion systems for early U.S.
space launch vehicles and for man-
aging performance of the shuttle
main propulsion system.

Three teams received Stellar
Awards: the NASA Jet Propulsion
Laboratory Mars Pathfinder team, the
90-day closed chamber Lunar-Mars
Life Support Test Crew team of engi-
neers from JSC, Lockheed Martin
Co. and Allied Signal Aerospace Co;
and the Boeing Company’s Parents,
Kids, Computers and Science Pro-
gram team for providing instruction in
basic computer and science con-
cepts to “at-risk” junior high students.

Receiving this year's Space Com-
municator Award was CBS News
consultant and space writer William
Harwood for his unique contributions
to the success of the space program
by his exceptional news coverage of
the technical complexity, the magni-
tude and the implications of the
year’s major events in space for tele-
vision, national newspapers and
industry trade publications.




