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RNASA Event Celebrates Shuttle, Looks to the Future
The Rotary National Award for Space Achievement (RNASA) annual awards gala was held Friday, April 30 at the Houston Hyatt Regency hotel. The colors were presented by Clear Brook High School Army JROTC, and the national anthem was sung by Hans Stockenberger. 

Houston Mayor Annise Parker welcomed the crowd of more than 800 people, saying, “I’m absolutely passionate about space and space exploration and always have been.” She said it was an honor to be mayor of a city “that is always looking to the future” and that ”will continue to invite change and innovation.”
After a dinner that included chocolate space shuttles for dessert, the audience was treated to a Year-in-Review video showing the many space accomplishments in 2009, including the final Hubble servicing mission and assembly of the International Space Station.

Emcee Miles O’Brien then began the awards portion of the program by showing a comedic video he produced in which NASA managers, including NASA Administrator Charles Bolden Jr, pretended that NASA’s new mission was a probe of the distinctive mustache of National Space Trophy Winner Bill Gerstenmaier. O’Brien joked that he would be the “first journalist in face.”

Space City Films then showed a Space Shuttle Tribute video that received a standing ovation. 

After the video, Bolden said, “The Space Shuttle has been the most remarkable feat of technological development and operation that I think that we will ever know in our lifetime.” However, he said that “it has done its due, served our nation well, but it is time to move on.” He expressed concern that “With every single flight, it becomes more and more risky” because “we have a workforce that’s really in turmoil… struggling with a lot of different things, so it is very easy for people to become distracted.” The former fighter pilot and shuttle astronaut admitted that though he loves doing the “risky stuff” involved in spaceflight, that nothing short of the future of our nation depends upon safely flying the remaining shuttle flights. 
Responding to criticism about the cancellation of the Constellation program, Bolden acknowledged that “We’re about to depart from anything that we’ve ever done before” by placing commercial industry in the critical path to develop a new human spaceflight capability. Calling his critic and former NASA Administrator Mike Griffin (who was in attendance) one of his best and smartest friends, Bolden said, “We don’t have a difference in our friendship. We have a disagreement in the course that we‘re about to follow.” He added that “We will never all agree, and that’s good. … We have got to have the opportunity to have respectful discourse and disagreement.”
Bolden praised NASA Associate Administrator for Space Operations, Bill Gerstenmaier, whom he called “an incredibly strong right arm to me. … I don’t think you all could not have picked a better recipient [for the National Space Trophy] this year.”
After Bolden’s keynote address, NASA Astronauts K. Megan McArthur, PhD, and Capt. Mike Foreman, USN (Ret.) presented Stellar Awards to 20 individuals and 6 teams. A press release about the Stellar Award winners is posted on the RNASA Web site, http://www.rnasa.org/press.

Johnson Space Center Director Mike Coats and Dr. Mike Griffin presented the National Space Trophy to Gerstenmaier. Coats recalled how, during his first Space Shuttle flight, Gerstenmaier was a Propulsion Officer in Mission Control and had to correct one of Coats’ switch throws. He said Gerstenmaier “made me look good and certainly helped our mission be successful. … Bill is the ultimate space professional, and the one all of us look to. He’s the perfect man for a critical job at a critical time in NASA’s space history.”
Griffin said, “This is my favorite dinner of the year.” He remarked that many people were comparing Constellation to Apollo “with the thought that we don’t want to do anything that might look like Apollo.” He said “Apollo made me pretty proud to be an American.” He then informally polled the audience, asking if they’d rather do something like Apollo or “innovative game-changing technologies.” Hearing much applause for Apollo, he said, “I thought so.” Then he said, ““But whichever thing we do, we are very fortunate that it can be led by people like Bill Gerstenmaier.” Calling the title of Director of Space Operations the coolest title in the world, he said it was his enormous personal pleasure to appoint Gerstemaier to that position and work with him for four years. 
Gerstemaier attributed his success to everyone working as a team. He suggested that though change is tough, we should “look forward boldly to the future.” He recommended we keep a sense of optimism and let our curiosity drive us. He said that we will never get all the resources or political will that we want, but that we can use our ingenuity “to figure out new ways to do things,” and have the integrity and courage to meet the challenges in front of us. “If we keep that sense of optimism, that sense of curiosity, keep that ingenuity, keep that integrity, and keep that courage, we can do great things, and we will do great things.”
The evening concluded with Apollo veteran Lt. Gen. Thomas Stafford, USAF (Ret.) presenting an OMEGA watch to Gerstenmaier, and RNASA President Rodolfo González thanking the corporate sponsors.
Visit http://www.rnasa.org/press for more press information and http://www.rnasa.org/photos for high resolution images of individuals named above. 
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