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April 8, 2005
Media Contact: RNASA President Floyd Bennett, 281-212-6213, admin@rnasa.org
Fax to Bill Taylor at 281-461-6335.
Tom DeLay to be Keynote Speaker at Rotary Space Event Honoring Dr. Glynn Lunney
The Rotary National Award for Space Achievement (RNASA) Foundation is pleased to announce that House Majority Leader Tom DeLay will present the keynote address at the 19th annual RNASA awards gala honoring Dr. Glynn Lunney on Friday, April 22 at the Houston Hyatt Regency downtown. 

The reception begins at 6 PM, dinner at 7 PM, and the program at 8:15 PM. Miles O’Brien of CNN is the Master of Ceremonies. After Congressman DeLay’s keynote address, stellar awards recognizing space achievements by government, military, and corporate employees in four categories will be presented by NASA astronauts Dr. James Reilly and Dr. Janet Kavandi. Then former Director of Johnson Space Center Dr. Chris Kraft will present the National Space Trophy to former Apollo flight director, manager of Apollo and Shuttle programs, and retired Vice President of United Space Alliance, Dr. Glynn S. Lunney. The program is expected to conclude by 10 PM.
The nonprofit Rotary National Award for Space Achievement Foundation was formed in 1985 by the Space Center Rotary club of Houston. More information about the Foundation, previous trophy winners, a list of corporate sponsors, photos and a press release about Dr. Lunney are available at www.RNASA.org. 

Attendance at the event is by invitation or through corporate sponsorship only. Accredited media may attend at no charge, but reservations for dinner are required by Tuesday, April 19. Please fax your request for a meal ticket with your name and affiliation on official letterhead to Bill Taylor at 281-461-6335. Contact Floyd Bennett with any questions. Those attending the meal are requested to wear formal attire.

The program agenda and a short profile of Dr. Lunney are attached and also posted on the RNASA website. A more detailed profile of Dr. Lunney, along with profiles of the speakers and a list of stellar award nominations, will be published in the souvenir program book distributed at the banquet. Electronic copies are available to the press upon request. Contact RNASA President Floyd Bennett to arrange an interview with Dr. Lunney. Photos are posted online at: http://www.rnasa.org/press.htm. 
- MORE -

THE 2005 BANQUET PROGRAM AGENDA

6:00

RECEPTION

7:00

WELCOME

Floyd V. Bennett, Chairman, RNASA Foundation

PRESENTATION OF THE COLORS

Clear Creek High School Army JROTC Color Guard

NATIONAL ANTHEM

INVOCATION

Dr. David Fannin, Senior Pastor, Nassau Bay Baptist Church

DINNER

8:15

OPENING VIDEO

MASTER OF CEREMONIES

Miles O’Brien, CNN TV News

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Tom DeLay, Majority Leader, U.S. House of Representatives

PRESENTATION OF STELLAR AWARDS

Dr. Janet L. Kavandi, NASA Astronaut

Dr. James F. Reilly, NASA Astronaut

PRESENTATION OF NATIONAL SPACE TROPHY

Dr. Christopher C. Kraft, Jr.

PRESENTATION OF THE OMEGA WATCH

Lt. Gen. Thomas Stafford (Ret.)

RECOGNITION OF SPONSORS AND CLOSING

Glynn Lunney

The 2005 National Space Trophy winner is former Apollo flight director and Shuttle manager, Glynn S. Lunney. Born in Old Forge, Pennsylvania, Lunney graduated from the University of Detroit in 1958 in aeronautical engineering. He went to work at the Lewis (now Glenn) Research Center in Cleveland, Ohio and transferred to Langley in Virginia in 1958. Lunney joined the Space Task Group in 1959, moved to Houston in 1962. He was a flight director for Gemini and Apollo and head of the Flight Director’s Office starting in 1968. He received an honorary Doctor of Laws from the University of Scranton in 1971. In 1972, Lunney became manager of the Apollo-Soyuz Test Project (ASTP), a joint venture between the United States and the Soviet Union (now Russia). Lunney also managed the Apollo Spacecraft Office starting in 1973. ASTP successfully completed its mission in 1975, and Lunney became manager of the Integration and Development Program. From late 1975 to 1981, Lunney served at NASA Headquarters, twice as deputy associate administrator for Space Flight, and then as acting associate administrator for Space Transportation Operations. In 1981, Lunney was selected manager of the Shuttle program, and returned to Houston to oversee vehicle systems engineering, design, and integration. Lunney left NASA in 1985 and became President of Rockwell's Satellite Systems Division. After a tour at Rockwell Space Systems Division, he returned to Houston in 1989 to lead Rockwell's Space Operations Company that became part of United Space Alliance (USA) in 1995. Lunney was Vice President and Program Manager of USA’s Space Flight Operations contract until his retirement in 1999.
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