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NATIONAL SPACE TROPHY TO HONOR ROY S. ESTESS 

(HOUSTON, Tx)  The Rotary National Award for Space Achievement (RNASA) Foundation takes great pleasure in announcing Mr. Roy S. Estess, former director of the NASA Stennis Space Center, as the recipient of the prestigious National Space Trophy for 2003.  Nominated by NASA Administrator Sean O’Keefe, Mr. Estess is being honored for his unyielding dedication, sustained leadership, and commitment to excellence in advancing America’s space program.

Mr. Estess and a number of Stellar Award winners will be honored at the 17th annual RNASA Awards on Friday, March 14, 2003, at South Shore Harbor Resort in League City, Texas, near the NASA Johnson Space Center (JSC).  Jefferson D. Howell, Jr., Director of the Johnson Space Center, is the Honorary Chairman for the 2003 event. 

Past winners of the National Space Trophy include George Mueller, Robert Crippen, Daniel Goldin, Maxime Faget, Donald Fuqua and president George H. W. Bush.

In his nomination of Estess, O’Keefe said, “Roy is recognized as a perceptive, objective, and outstanding executive and leader and his profound contributions are distinguished by both their breadth and impact.” 

Mr. Estess has distinguished himself over four decades of service to the Federal Government 

and over 35 years with the National Aeronautics and Space Administration including serving as Director of the John C. Stennis Space in Hancock County, Mississippi, filling a number of critical leadership roles at NASA Headquarters, and serving as Acting Director of the Johnson Space Center for 14 months.  

In response to concerns raised by the Presidential Commission on the Space Shuttle Challenger Accident and the House Committee on Science and Technology in 1986, Mr. Estess led a Space Shuttle Processing Contract Review Team to assess Shuttle vehicle processing activities at the Kennedy Space Center (KSC) in Florida, the contractor relationships, and to develop options and recommendations for improvements in processing flight hardware. The findings and recommendations of his team were approved unchanged and provided the framework for many of the changes introduced in the processing of flight hardware at KSC to enhance the safety and reliability of the Space Shuttle. 

As director of the Stennis Space Center from 1989 to 2002, Mr. Estess oversaw the operation the multidisciplinary Center in support of over 30 Federal, State, academic, and private organizations engaged in space, oceanic, environmental programs, and the national defense.  Prior to his retirement on August 24, 2002, Mr. Estess held the distinction of being the senior Center Director in the Agency, having served as a Center Director for over 12 years. 

Through his leadership and guidance as Director of SSC, the center has evolved into NASA' s premier test facility for large propulsion systems and as a model of interagency cooperation and collaboration. He was instrumental in establishing SSC as the Lead Center for Rocket Propulsion Testing, providing test services for Government and commercial customers.  Stennis is now playing an integral role in testing component and propulsion systems of the future such as the Rocket-Based Combined Cycle (RBCC) propulsion systems-an air-breathing rocket designed to help reduce the amount of onboard propellant used to launch a vehicle to orbit. The RBCC propulsion system is a strong candidate for meeting NASA' s goals of lowering costs of lifting payloads into space and increasing vehicle reliability and crew safety.

“Through the nature of his leadership, SSC has grown and evolved as a national asset that includes unique, world-class propulsion test capabilities, a leading role in Earth science applications, and a multi agency environment,” said O’Keefe.  “He has provided the roadmap and unifying themes to ensure that both SSC and NASA performance objectives provide the Nation a return on its investment.” 

He was called upon to serve as Acting Director of the Johnson Space Center for over 14 months from Feb. 2001 to Apr 2002, during which time he provided the direction and leadership to programs such as the Space Shuttle, International Space Station (ISS), Biomedical Research and Countermeasures, and Advanced Human Support Technology, encompassing approximately 3,000 civil service and 20,000 contractor employees and a budget of $4.417 billion during some of the most challenging space flights in history 

Mr. Estess then served at NASA Headquarters in Washington, DC, as Special Assistant to the NASA Administrator from 1992 to 1993. His role was to enable and ensure that a smooth transition occurred for the incoming Administrator and the Agency. Of particular importance during this timeframe, was his outstanding leadership in coordinating NASA 's response to the Report by the Advisory Committee on the Future of the U.S. Space Program. 

 “Mr. Estess has been a respectful steward of NASA for over 35 years,” said O’Keefe. “A majority of his career (positions) required that he make choices that affected the direction of NASA.  His choices reflected wisdom and led to numerous contributions.” 

Mr. Estess’ professional recognition includes the 2002 NASA Outstanding Leadership Medal, the 2000 NASA Distinguished Service Medal, the 1997 Distinguished Presidential Rank Award, the 1995 Senior Executives Association Executive Excellence Award for Distinguished Service, the 1993 NASA Outstanding Leadership Medal, the 1992 NASA Distinguished Service Medal, and the 1987 NASA Equal Employment Opportunity Medal.  

Please reserve March 14, 2003, on your calendar for the RNASA Awards Banquet.  Corporate sponsorships, program advertising and ticket information are still available.  Net proceeds from the awards banquet will be used to promote education of our country’s youth in the field of aerospace.

If you have questions concerning the event, please contact Mr. Floyd Bennett at 281-212-6213; email: floyd.v.bennett@usahq.unitedspacealliance, or Sheila Self at 281-333-4333; email: LeDon333@aol.com.  
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