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Bush accepts Rotary’s
National Space Trophy

Former President George Bush,
who was instrumental in launching a
new era in human and robotic space
exploration during his administration,
received the National Space Trophy
at a March 6 black-tie celebration at
Space Center Houston.

Several JSC employees were
among 16 recipients of Stellar
Awards from the non-profit Rotary
National Award for Space Achieve-
ment Foundation, established in
1985 by the Space Center Rotary
Club to recognize individuals who
have made outstanding achieve-
ments in space, creating a greater
public awareness of the benefits of
space exploration.

The theme for the annual space
industry awards banquet was
“Dreams to Destiny,” celebrating the
accomplishments and contributions
of individuals in making the dream of
space exploration a practical reality.

Bush was cited for his “excep-

tional leadership in providing the
nation with the vision and means to
accomplish its goals in space for the
21st Century.”

In 1989, under the Bush adminis-
tration, the world entered into a new
era of space science as NASA dis-
patched the Magellan spacecraft to
map Venus, Galileo to Jupiter, and
the Cosmic Background Explorer to
study the origins of the universe. In
addition, Bush committed this coun-
try to further pursue the human
exploration of space when on July
20, 1989, the 20th anniversary of the
Apollo 11 moon landing, he
announced the goal to establish a
permanent human presence on the
Moon and to use that experience to
begin human space exploration of
Mars. Two years later, in 1991, the
U.S. and the Soviet Union agreed to
exchange astronauts and cosmo-
nauts on the Mir and the space
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Former President George Bush of Houston enjoys the limelight at the
gala dinner in which he received Rotary International’s National Space
Trophy at Space Center Houston. Joining Bush are Rep. Nick Lamp-
son, D-Texas, NASA Administrator Daniel S. Goldin and JSC Director
George Abbey. Several JSC workers received Stellar Awards for their
accomplishments at the banquet.
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